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ABOUT ILEPI

ILEPI uses advanced statistics, 
survey techniques, and the latest 

forecasting models

RELEASED OVER 

160 REPORTS

ANALYTICS &

STATISTICS

FOCUS ON ILLINOIS

& MIDWEST

The Illinois Economic Policy Institute is a nonprofit organization out of La Grange, IL

Transportation, infrastructure, 
education, wages, labor standards, 

economic development, and budgets

Empower individuals, 
policymakers, and lawmakers to 
make informed policy decisions
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OUR 
TEAM

From left to right: Mary Craighead (Transportation Policy Analyst), Frank Manzo IV (Policy Director), 

Allison Taylor (Comptroller), and Jill Manzo (Midwest Researcher)



OUR GOALS

Advance high-
quality jobs and a 
strong economy

Provide rigorous, 
objective, and          
sound analyses

Positively 
contribute to the 
policy dialogue

Foster effective          
and responsible 
governments



WAGES AND 
LABOR STANDARDS



“RIGHT-TO-WORK” LAWS HAD NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES 
FOR WORKERS IN INDIANA, MICHIGAN, AND WISCONSIN

Reduced unionization rate by 2.1 
percentage points

Lowered real hourly wages by 2.6%

Had larger impact on middle-class 
jobs such as construction and service 
(including police and firefighters)

Decreased wages of workers with 
two- and four-year college degrees





PUBLIC APPEARANCES

Mary Craighead, Transportation Policy Analyst, speaking at public 

meeting about the Illinois Tollway Central Tri-State project

Frank Manzo IV, Policy Director, leading a panel at the National 

Alliance for Fair Contracting (NAFC) conference in Nashville

Frank Manzo IV, Policy Director, debating about prevailing wage on 

Chicago Tonight.

Frank Manzo IV, Policy Director, debating about minimum wage on 

Chicago Tonight.



EDUCATION AND 
WORKER TRAINING



THE RECENT BUDGET IMPASSE IN ILLINOIS 
AND ITS IMPACT ON HIGHER EDUCATION

72,000 fewer students enrolled

7,500 total jobs lost in the state

Tuition and fees rose 7% during 
the impasse

Cost Illinois’ economy $1 billion 
each year of impasse
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
TRANSPORTATION



IN SUPPORT OF ROUTE 53/120: THE IMPACT ON LAKE 
COUNTY AND THE CHICAGO REGION

Add $1.6 billion to Lake County’s 
GDP during construction

Create 5,000 middle-class jobs

Save a commuter up to $2,300 
annually from shorter commute 
times

Reduce daily congested vehicle 
hours traveled by 64,000 by 2040





PUBLIC APPEARANCES



BUDGETS AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT



BUSINESS SUBSIDES IN ILLINOIS AND BETTER 
ALTERNATIVES FOR JOB CREATION

2,100 jobs per year from investments 
in public infrastructure

6,100 jobs per year from investments 
in public K-12 education

3,400 jobs per year from investments 
in higher education

2,500 jobs per year from investments 
in working-class tax credits (EITC)





ILEPI IN
THE NEWS



IN THE NEWS



CHICAGO MEDIA



IN THE NEWS



CHICAGO MEDIA



IN THE NEWS



FOLLOW US!

Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/IllinoisEPI

Blog: 

www.illinoisupdate.com

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/IllinoisEPI

SoundCloud:

soundcloud.com/illinois-epi



CONTACT US

ADDRESS:

P.O. Box 2378 
La Grange, Illinois 

60525

PHONE:

(708) 375-1002
WEBSITE:

www.illinoisepi.org


